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PIAA Football Officials Recognized by
Pittsburgh Steelers in October

Football Officials recognized from District X belong to the Eric County Chapter.

MECHANICSBURG, PA — The National Football League (NFL) and National Federation
of State High School Associations (NFHS) have joined together for a national initiative
designed to recognize and celebrate high school football officials for their dedication to
interscholastic athletics. The Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association, Inc
(PIAA) is proud to announce another NFL/NFHS September Football Officiating Crew of
the Month. The Pittsburgh Steelers are recognizing a crew from PIAA District X for their

professionalism, teamwork, communication and commitment to high school football.

Congratulations to the crew of:
Darren DeFranco, Referee — Lake City, Pa
Chris McNally, Umpire — Girard, Pa
Norm Stanford, Head Linesman — Lawrence, Pa
Lisa Spacht, Line Judge — Mill Creek, Pa
Daniel Bross, Side Judge — Wattsburg, Pa
Chet Skinner, Back Judge — Waterford, Pa
Jon Muller, Field Judge — Mill Creek, Pa

The crew was nominated by District X Male Officials Representative L.J. Frisina and is
comprised of officials from the Erie County Chapter of PIAA Football Officials. Click here

for the Steelers recognition.

“This 7-person crew has been very dedicated on and off the field,” said Frisina. “They
take their craft very seriously and always want to perform at their highest level to benefit
the competing teams. They always conduct multiple off season study groups in an effort
to constantly improve. These study sessions are attended by the entire crew. PIAA has
total confidence in this crew and never hesitates to assign them to the highest level of

competition.”
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“Our officials are essential to the success of interscholastic athletics across
Pennsylvania,” said Mark E. Byers, PIAA Executive Director. “This recognition highlights
the dedication, integrity and leadership they bring to every contest and the lasting
impact they make on student-athletes and the communities they serve. We congratulate

the District X crew on this well-deserved honor.”

Among the members of the recognized Pennsylvania crew is Lisa Spacht, who is the
second female official recognized by Pennsylvania through this initiative. This is the
fourth PIAA football officiating crew recognized during the NFL/NFHS initiative and third
by the Steelers.

About the Program

The NFL/NFHS Officiating Crew of the Month program recognizes the dedicated
officials who help make high school football possible throughout the Philadelphia region.
During the months of September, October and November, the Philadelphia Eagles will
recognize one officiating crew from the PIAA for their commitment to the game,
professionalism, leadership and dedication to creating a safe and positive environment

for student-athletes.

The program celebrates the officials who work behind the scenes each week to support
players, coaches, schools and communities and ensure the game is played with
integrity and respect. The recognition provides an opportunity to highlight the important
role high school football officials play in interscholastic athletics and the commitment

required to serve student-athletes, coaches and schools throughout the season.

The initiative began during the 2023-24 school year with five state associations and five
NFL clubs participating. It has grown significantly, with 29 state associations and all 32

NFL clubs participating during the 2026-27 school year.

“The NFHS and NFL are excited to be working with 29 state associations and all 32
NFL clubs for our joint officiating initiative during the 2026-27 school year,” said Dana
Pappas, NFHS Director of Officiating Services. “The growth of this initiative to where we
are now is an absolute thrill, and we are looking forward to the opportunity to recognize

officials from across the country who serve interscholastic football.”



